
Following the growing demand in grain-free ingredients in human food, pet parents are increasingly 
targeting pet food without wheat, rice, corn, and other grains for their four-legged companions. 
Of the various replacements available on the market, sweet potato has rapidly grown popular both 
for human consumption and pet food. Answering to this trend, IQI offers Thai sweet potato pellets: 
a grain-free alternative pet food ingredient low in iron, low in ash and negligible pesticide residues.

Why sweet potato in grain-free pet food
Ever since sweet potato is used in pet food, it has proven to be a popular, healthy, and natural ingredient 

with a range of health benefits, especially for dogs. Next to its high vitamin and mineral content, especially 

vitamins A, C and B6 as well as potassium and calcium, it supports a healthy digestive system thanks to its 

starch content of at least 55%. Both for humans and dogs, sweet potatoes are generally regarded as a very 

high quality carbohydrate source.

Multiple harvests per year
While China historically dominates the worldwide sweet potato market and currently accounts for more 

than half of the total global output, alternative supply chains have recently been developed from South 

America and Thailand. Thai farmers are growing the crop on an increasing scale – both for human 

consumption and as a pet food ingredient. In Thailand, sweet potato is primarily grown in the central 

farming region of the country, where climate conditions result in impressive yields and allow for multiple 

harvests per year.
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Proven alternative
As sweet potato is sold for competitive prices, the crop has become a proven alternative to the similar 

tapioca (cassava), which Thailand is most renowned for. Being one the greatest exporting countries of 

tapioca and tapioca starch for food, pet food and feed, Thai farmers meet the highest quality standards 

that multinationals demand. As the drying and pelleting infrastructure for tapioca and tapioca can also be 

used to process and dry sweet potato, farmers can easily switch between the crops – making them less 

dependent on one or the other and keeping their soils healthy.

Sustainable, safe and reliable source
Allowing ourselves strict quality control and transparent reporting on the sourcing and production of this 

relatively new ingredient, IQI has developed its own vertically integrated supply chain of sweet potato 

pellets together with its partner. All farmers within this supply chain have the required GMP and HACCP 

quality certificates for sweet potato production, and will always deliver certain minimum amounts of sweet 

potato as part of the contracts they signed. This makes Thai sweet potato a sustainable, clean and reliable 

source that guarantees a consistent sweet potato pellet quality with negligible pesticide residues.

     Production process

Contact us for help
For further information on labeling, packaging, recommended application and inclusion of our Thai sweet 

potato pellets as a grain-free alternative pet food ingredient, please contact your IQI sales manager.

Disclaimer
The content of this product leaflet has been prepared with the utmost care. This product leaflet contains general information and that may not be applicable 
to all products of all companies in all situations. In addition, certain of the information included in the product leaflet may be derived from information 
received from third parties. IQI makes no warranties, guarantees or representations with regard to the accuracy, completeness or suitability of the 
information presented in the product leaflet, including any information derived from information received from third parties. Although IQI believes that the 
information contained in this product leaflet is correct at the time of publication, IQI accepts no liability for any inaccuracies in this product leaflet. IQI hereby 
disclaims any liability to any party for any loss, damage, or disruption, in whatever form or of whatever nature, suffered by or resulting from the use of or the 
information presented in this product leaflet, whether or not caused by IQI’s errors, omissions or inaccuracies in the product leaflet, and whether or not such 
errors, omissions or inaccuracies result from tort, negligence, lack of care, incorrect actions, accident or any other cause. IQI is not responsible for the 
content in any document or any website or any other information from third parties referred to in this product leaflet. You should not use this product leaflet 
or rely on it if you do not agree to the above exclusion of liability and any use of or reliance on this product leaflet is in one’s own name and at one’s own risk.

IQI reserves all copyrights and other intellectual property rights on the content of this product leaflet. Unauthorized or improper use of this product leaflet 
and/or its content violates the intellectual property rights of IQI. Permission to use any content of this product leaflet or part thereof must be requested in 
writing to IQI. If you have any questions about the content of this product leaflet, please contact IQI. Email: info@iqi-petfood.com Website: iqi-petfood.com

Benefits of Thai sweet potato pellets
• Vertically integrated supply chain

• Controlled and consistent quality

• GMP and HACCP certified 

• Low in ash and iron

• Negligible pesticide residues

• Lucrative for Thai farmers

1.  Contracted Thai farmers grow and 
harvest the most appropriate 
sweet potato type

2.  The harvested sweet potatoes are 
cleaned to reduce ash content

3.  The cleaned sweet potatoes are 
chipped

4.  The chipped pieces are dried and 
pelleted

5.  Experts conduct quality control on 
the pellets

6.  The pellets are packed in big bags


